FOUR        TALES        BY        ZELIDE

LETTER XV
(The same)

We are living according to Cecilia's wishes, and
I am greatly diverted by the manner in which we
are welcomed to a society that we had previously
neglected. We are a species of novelty. Cecilia,
who has gained countenance, sufficient ease of
manner, obligingness, and frankness is certainly a
very agreeable novelty; and, what is of more
importance than all this, we give back to society
four men whom it is not unwilling to receive. The
first times that Cecilia played whist her Bernese
admirer desired to be her master as he had been at
chess, and the assiduity which he showed kept the
young lord at a distance. The idea which folk
had had at the beginning of the winter that my
lord must always be set to play with her forthwith
disappeared and we had in one day some absurd
and some diverting scenes,

Cecilia had been dining with a rich relative and
I was alone at three o'clock when my lord and his
cousin came in.

" One must come very early in order to hope to
find you," said my lord. " Before this change we
had six weeks which were far more agreeable than
these last eight or ten days. May I be permitted to
ask, madam, whether it is you or Miss Cecilia who
wishes to go out every day? "
" It is my daughter," I answered.
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